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Instrument	List		
Soprano	
Alto	
Tenor		
Bass	

Flute	
Oboe	

Trumpet		

Keyboard	(piano,	or	so@	organ	sound	as	electric	keyboard)	

Violin	
Viola		
Cello		



About	the	Piece		

Upon	leaving	my	employment	at	the	library	at	the	Hochschule	für	Musik	in	Karlsruhe,	I	was	gi@ed	a	
a	CD	box	set	of	recordings	of	the	complete	works	of	J.S.	Bach.	I	immediately	began	to	consider	how	
I	could	use	this	trove	of	recordings	to	make	music	by	way	of	sampling.	This	type	of	work	became	
part	of	my	arQsQc	research	on	appropriaQon,	which	I	began	as	a	master’s	student	at	the	InsQtute	
for	Electronic	Music	and	AcousQcs	at	the	Universität	Graz.		

As	one	could	consider	Bach’s	complete	work	as	a	“corpus,”	I	began	to	focus	on	the	idea	of	the	body	
as	an	analyQcal	tool.	For	example,	the	word	hands,	or	in	German,	Hände.	Hände	is	menQoned	in	
approximately	27	of	Bach´s	vocal	composiQons:	

“Des	klopf	ich	in	die	Haende,”	(BWV	1)	

“Der	Herr	Jesu	hub	seine	Hände	auf”	(BWV	11)		

“Mein	Jesu	reicht	mir	schon	die	Hände”	(BWV	321)		

etc.		

I	created	an	electronic	version	of	this	type	of	pasQche	in	2017:	h_ps://soundcloud.com/
brianquesta/hande-electronic-version	

In	this	work,	I	have	arranged	for	the	vocalists	and	ensemble	to	perform	the	consecuQve	
appearances	of	“Haende”	to	create	a	unique	tour	through	the	word	in	the	place	of	Bach.	What	
emerges	is	a	performaQve	theology	of	hands.	Also,	a	unique	way	of	reflecQng	on	the	music	of	J.S.	
Bach.	As	a	type	of	arQsQc	research,	the	research	becomes	arQsQc.		

Performance	Instruc7ons	

The	work	should	move	forward	without	any	pauses.	The	changes	in	tempo	and	music	should	
happen	abruptly,	as	if	someone	had	prepared	cuts	in	a	recording.		

https://soundcloud.com/brianquesta/hande-electronic-version
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